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Elder Abuse Task Force

1. How it was formed

2. Members & how you can provide input

3. Initiatives 

4. Available resources

5. How to support our efforts
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Dana Nessel, Michigan’s 54th Attorney General, 

began her legal career as an Assistant Prosecutor 

in the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office. 

For more than a decade, she was assigned to elite 

units within the office and handled some of Wayne 

County’s most difficult cases in the Child & Family 

Abuse Bureau, Police Conduct Review Team, and 

Auto Theft Unit. Nessel was specially assigned to 

try homicide, arson, criminal sexual conduct and 

gang-related conspiracy cases, among many 

others.

DANA NESSEL
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• Launched in March 2019.

• Led by Attorney General Nessel and the 

Michigan Supreme Court.

• 100+ members from 55+ organizations.

• Initiative accomplishing, not report writing.
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Task Force Members & How You Can Provide Input

• Mi.Gov/ElderAbuse – select “Elder Abuse Task Force”
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Elder Abuse Task Force Homepage
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Task Force Members & How You Can Provide Input

AG-PA@Michigan.Gov
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Initiatives – Identifying and Tracking

• First initiatives based on recommendations from 

previous statewide task force reports.

• Additional initiatives follow-up on previous initiatives 

and updated by Task Force’s Initiatives Committee.

• Publishing and tracking initiatives – transparency!

• Mi.Gov/ElderAbuse – select “Elder Abuse Task Force”

10



Elder Abuse Task Force Homepage
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STANDARD INVESTIGATION FORM

Adopt the standard investigation form 

for vulnerable adult investigation and 

include training for law enforcement, 

prosecutors, Adult Protective Service 

workers and Michigan Commission of 

Law Enforcement Standards 

Academy.

Task Force Initiative # 1: 
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• Mandate reporting for banks and 

credit unions on suspected fraud 

or exploitation.

• Financial Exploitation Prevention 

Act

Task Force Initiative # 2: 
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Financial Exploitation Prevention Act  

(FEPA) Presentation
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• Effective on September 26, 2021

• Requires financial institutions to report financial 

exploitation of vulnerable members/customers. 

• Allows financial institutions to freeze 

transactions/assets under certain circumstances

FAST FACTS ABOUT FEPA
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For FEPA presentation requests, email stinedurfk@michigan.gov.  

Include the following information:

• Audience description and number of participants

• Format (virtual or in person)

• Date/time (be as flexible as possible)

AG’S FEPA PRESENTATION

mailto:stinedurfk@michigan.gov


Initiatives
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Guardian

A person or an entity is 

assigned by a court to 

oversee the welfare and 

safety of an individual. 

Conservator

A person or an institution 

assigned by a court to handle 

an individual’s financial 

matters.

A legal duty to act in the best interest 

of the protected individual.
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Incapacitated 
Guardianship – Incapacitated individual.

Conservatorship – Individual unable to manage property and 

affairs effectively. 

By reason of mental illness, mental deficiency, physical illness or 

disability, chronic use of drugs, chronic intoxication, or other cause, not 

including minority, to the extent of lacking sufficient understanding or 

capacity to make or communicate informed decisions. MCL 

700.1105(a).
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Initiatives
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Initiatives
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Initiatives
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Initiatives
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Concerns of Interested Parties

• Guardianship Association (MGA)

• Chief Probate Judges (Kent, Macomb, Oakland, Saginaw, Washtenaw & Wayne)

• Probate Judges  (MPJA)

• Probate and Juvenile Registers Association

• ELDRS Council 

• Oakland County Bar-Probate Committee

• Michigan Hospital Association
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Second Set of Initiatives
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SET OF SECOND INITIATIVES
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* * *

SET OF SECOND INITIATIVES
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Second Set of Initiatives
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Second Set of Initiatives
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Second Set of Initiatives

33



Elder Abuse Task Force Resources

Referrals

MDT Templates  

& Mentors

Investigation / 

prosecution 

guidance

Speakers

Publications
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Arabic
Mandarin
Spanish

ASL

Ava i lab le  in :
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ag-pa@mi.gov
Quantity 

Mailing address (no PO boxes)Include: 



Elder Abuse Task Force Resources

Mi.Gov/ ElderAbuse ðselect òElder Abuse Task Forceó
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mi.gov/elderabuse

How to Support Our Efforts
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How Individuals Can Help?

VWatch for signs of abuse neglect or exploitation.

V If you see something, say something—trust your 

gut & report to APS. 

V Share our resources. 
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V Call/write your Representative and Senator.

V Call the chair of the committee the bill is before.

VMeet Rep/Senator in person in Lansing or by 

attending coffee hours.

To Support our Legislation:
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V Letter of support when bill comes up in 

committee.

VWriting opinion editorials.

V Social media campaigns.

To Support our Legislation:
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Topic Time

Symposium Overview
Kristen Stinedurf, Assistant Attorney General

1:10-1:15 pm

Community Resources 
for Survivors of Elder Abuse
Toi Dennis, JD Crime Victim Legal Assistance Project

1:15-1:30 pm

Adult Protective Services 
Cynthia Farrell, MDHHS Supportive Adult Services Section Manager

1:30-1:50 pm

aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ [ƻƴƎ ¢ŜǊƳ /ŀǊŜ hƳōǳŘǎƳŀƴ
Answers your Questions
Salli Pung, Michigan Long Term Care Ombudsman

1:50-2:00 pm

The Elder Abuse Task Force Symposium
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Topic Time

BREAK 2:00-2:10 pm

Recognizing Vulnerable Adults and 
Financial Exploitation
Scott Tetter, Assistant Attorney General & Financial Crimes Division Chief

2:10-3:00 pm

Elder Abuse Awareness 
& Scam Prevention
Katharyn Barron, Assistant Attorney General & Public Admin Division Chief

3:00-3:55 pm

Conclusion 3:55-4:00 pm

The Elder Abuse Task Force Symposium
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Michigan Department of Attorney General

MI.gov/ElderAbuse

Q & A
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MICHIGAN ATTORNEY GENERAL

Michigan Department of Attorney 

General
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626 627
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Podcast

Fraud Watch Network Helpline : 877-908-3360
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Call:  866-856-0126
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Who We Serve
Residents of licensed long term care settings

• Nursing Homes

o 454 homes with 45,994 beds

• Homes for the Aged

o 313 homes with 23,841 beds

• Adult Foster Care Homes

o 3,963 homes with 33,016 beds

Potentially over 102,000 people living in licensed long term 

care
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How to contact Michigan Long Term 
Care Ombudsman (MLTCOP)

MLTCOP Website – www.MLTCOP.org

• Contact the State LTC Ombudsman Office: 517-827-8040

• Contact your Local LTC Ombudsman: 866-485-9393

• Email – MLTCOP@meji.org

• MLTCOP Resources - https://mltcop.org/resources

61

http://www.mltcop.org/
mailto:MLTCOP@meji.org
https://mltcop.org/resources


62



63



64



Elder Abuse Prevention 

Training

Mandatory 

Reporter

Abuse, Neglect, 

& Exploitation 

Prevention
Nursing 

Home 

Resident 

Rights

Public 

Reporting 

Elder Abuse
Law 

Enforcement 
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Michigan Virtual Courtroom
https://micourt.courts.michigan.gov/virtualcourtroomdirectory/
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Supported Decision Making

National Guardianship Summit definition:

“a series of relationships, practices, arrangements, 

and agreements, of more or less formality and 

intensity, designed to assist an individual with a 

disability to make and communicate to others 

decisions about the individual’s life.” (Prof. Robert 

Dinerstein) 
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2.1: States, the federal government, and the 

National Guardianship Network organizations 

should provide education, training, and outreach 

programs about supported decision-making (see 

preface definition).

* * *

Supported Decision Making

National Guardianship Summit recommendation:
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3.2 States should eliminate plenary guardianships, allowing 

people to retain the maximum of rights, and if guardianship is 

imposed, require tailored guardianship order in all cases. 

• The person should retain the rights to make certain choices 

such as association, free practice of religion, personal 

choice, marriage, and voting unless the court makes a 

specific finding that a restriction is essential.

• * * *

Supported Decision Making

National Guardianship Summit recommendation:
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